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I am monarch of all I survey;

My right here is none to dispute;

From the centre all around to the sea

I am lord of the fowl and the brute.
-Cowper-
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to nature abound, and
they are invaluable for pinning down
the name of a songbird or hawk that
flashes by. Now a veteran science writer
has crisscrossed the U.S. photographing
and writing a different sort of vade me-
cum, one to the built environment—the
electric-power substations and cargo
cranes, cell phone towers, tank farms
and derricks that show themselves on
highways and country roads, unsung
structures as much in need of identifica-

tion and explanation as any bird.
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